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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST 


A Look at innnal Meeting. 
We attended the Annual Meeting of 
toe German Baptists, held last weak, 
and Uitn. was the Brat experience of 
the kind iu out lifetime, and even then 
we were not anxious to prolong it. 
The grounds were located about live 
miles east of Arcanum, on the I. B. 
& W. B. ft., by the track, and on a 
spot w Iters a swamp once existed. 
There was no grove that could be used 
as a hitching place for teams, and the 
grounds were any thing but a desirable 
place in rainy weather. Annual Meet- 
ing seems to have a great power in at- 
tracting rain. Dry weather prevailed 
In many parts of Ohio, but the A. M, 
grounds were favored with rain ou 
Sunday, the 13tb, on Monday, Tuesday 
and Wednesday and Thursday morn- 
ings. In various places about the tab- 
em acte and oilier places the mud 
was almost or altogether shoe-mouth 
deep, aud distressingly dirty. The 
grounds had been a clover Held, and the 
stems were dirty, and the good sisters 
were auuoyed by the clover stems 
covered with mud brushing the bot- 
toms of their elegant new dresses. 

Boards were used in the construction 
of the huildiugs, and there was not a 
tent on the ground. The buildings 
were substantial for temporary occu- 
pation, and with the piping, tanks 
furnaces and other conveniences, the 
expense was immeuse. It would seem 
a piere of financial wisdom to locate 
the meeting at one place for about five 
years, and then a new set of buildings 
neefl not be erected every year, ami the 
old ones torn away. 

The tabernacle was an immense con- 
cern. A portion o f the center was rui 1 - 
ed off for the delegates and Standing 
Com nut Lee and the officers of the con- 
ference. The usual cio wda were pres- 
ent and the tabernacle wus usually 
tilled with sweltering hearers, as the 
weather was hot and sultry. 

A good number of the old religiouB 
fossils were on hand aud repeating the 
old tunes as usual while their white 
locks aw una from side to side. On 
some tjuestlous they carried the banner 
while ou some others they were voted 
out,. 

One question of vital importance 
concerning the work of spreading re- 
ligious truth was taken up early in the 
conference. We refer to the mission- 
aty move me nt inaugurated last year 
by a few dashing sisters. They organ- 
ised a band, or body, It will be remem- 
bered, to aid the missionary cause in 
tl»i church. This movement was a 
bold venture, consummated right under 
Die linml of Annual Meeting, last year, 
aud with such order, system and per- 
fection, that all the annals of A. M. 
contain nothing like it. It completely 
beat the old fellows, and it is every 
where known that they are vary leal 
ous and a vindictive priesthood, aud 
they sat down upon the movement 
this year with a hurrah. They did not 
leave enough of it to sprout. Hereaf- 
ter if their sisters do any thing for the 
missionary work they must do it in the 
church without assuming an indentity 
as an organisation or a special baud of 
workers. Tills deed was genuine con- 
servatism. 

In the early part of the conference 
the dress question again came up. 
Complaint was made that various 
churches did not enforce the decisions 
and provisions were made to accom- 
plish this desirable end. Hereafter, if 
churches do not make their sisters con- 
form to the order, a minority with the 
adjoining elders can take the matter in 
hand, and straighten up the church. 
This is ■ sweeping decision, but It 
was necessary to keep "peace and un- 
ion In the church." Some of t be faith - 
f ul old papas of the West have had a 
heap of trouble about this of late. 
Eastern churches Unit did not live up 
to the rules would give sisters lirA- 
claat oirtiflcates and they would band 
them in alter moving west, and then 
the elders out there were obliged 
to set them in order at great expense 
iu the way of annoyance and difficul- 
ties. A plain cape and skirt must win. 
The dress question is intensely odious 
to a great majority of the patrons of 
the G. B. Church, but the old fellows 
hang on to It for dear life. It must be 
a great annoyance to the dear sisters to 
have those old gray-beaded brethren 
hanging to their dress all tbe time, 
andnotletgo. Tbedeclsioncondsmns 
about halt of the sisters in the church ; 
and now we are curious to know what 
the fertile and Ingenious minds of tbe 
dear sisters will invent to evade these 
last decisions. 

I was surprised, although I had 
beard a good deal, at tbe dress of some 
of the sisters. I noticed one In partic- 
ular. 1 did not learned her name. 
She possessed natural taste of the high* 
est order and fine mechanical and in- 
ventive talent, and her dress showed a 


free exercise of her powers In working 
up to the line without crossing it. Her 
dress was grandly elegant, and were we 
called upon to take a contract for fur- 
nishing such a bonnet as she wore, 
without further inquiry, we would ask 
$36,00. We wish we knew the name, 
so that other sisters will not wrongly 
feel complimented by these remarks. 
Of course this dress is alt right : it was 
in the order before the last meeting, 
and this order is the rule, although the 
gospel does not sanction the use of cost- 
ly array. 

The Bisters are 1 too ingenious for the 
old leaders of the church. They are 
mak ing bon net patterns to d ra w near tl le 
fashionable dress -bonnets of the times, 
and we feel confident that if a few of 
the elegant sisters were seen in the 
center of fashion a style like theirs 
would soon go out over the country. 
Such hearts are just as ptoud as the 
proudest Progressive's heart, and It 
will manifest Itself in someway. A 
fountain Is a difficult thing to hind up 
and shut off. 

The work on the dress question was 
a very commendable one from our 


stand-point. We are sel Hah , probably, 
nevertheless we wish that all the good, 
live people In the Conservative church 
would come out of that rank and take 
up a position in the progressive rank, 
where they could work for the advance- 
ment of the Lord's cause. It is wrong 
for live, zealous, true, honest, candid, 
energetic, godly Christian people to al- 
low themselves to be tied fast to such 
theological fossils as are steering Anim- 
al Meeting, and ruling a part of the 
Tunker church. This decision will 
hasten the time when the living mem- 
bers of that rank will throw the code 
of man-laws off, aud work unhindered 
forthe promulgation of the gospel. May 
God speed the day when this shall 
be. We admire their patience and 
long-suffering, but we would rather see 
them come boldly out and reject that 
which is useless aud Inconvenient. 

A Sabbath school question came up 
during the meeting, aud it was almost 
the meeting against Bobert Miller. 
He took up the old cry of peace and 
union aud did not want the dear breth- 
ren to depart from the customs of the 
fathers and the principles of their 
church government. The point at is- 
sue was this: T here are churches In 
the Brotherhood where a large major- 
ity are In favor of Sabbath school b. and 
the small minority would not consent 
to have the church used for that pur- 
pose. The query asked that a majority, 
or two-thirds be allowed to rule and 
maintain a S. S. in harmony with the 
decision of the A.M. yuiU a number 
of speeches were made and plucky 
Bobert made replies to nearly all. At 
last a vote was reached aud the queries 
passed. 

I soon became tired of this scene 
even though it was the first one in 
life, and started around the grounds to 
see the people. 

There were a few Brethren on the 
grounds. I met a brother from near 
Urbana who is with us, but does not 
yet stand identified with any of our or- 
ganizations. He invited me to come 
into his locality, and I wish I had time 
to go there and hoist the Brethren 
banner. 

I met another man who was from the 
city of Urbana. He was very libera! 
in his cenBure on German Baptist ways, 
and talked much stronger than I ever 
did. I asked bim what tt- B. Church 
he belonged to. I did not mean that, 
but I thought if he was a brother of 
that fraternity be ought not to talk 
the way he did. He said he belonged 
to the Christian church ; nnd his wife 
was a Conservative. I replied, that his 
wife ought to he with the Progressives. 
He said her sympathies were with us. 
In tbe morning he gave me an Intro- 
duction to her, and I seen bis master 
at once, and I wished I had not said 
that she ought to be Progressive, be- 
cause she did not look at all that way. 
Tbe first night I was away I slept at 
a house not far from the grounds. I 
asked the proprietor, who was not a 
member of the Duukard church wheth- 
er I could remain with him during the 
night. He said, yes ; and I made my- 
self at home. A vacant chair stood 
between two sisters on one side and an 
old-line brother on the other. I sat 
down, but the sisters cast suspicious 
glances at me as though i was a stray 
bug In that place, although I had on 
my regulation coat. A brother Gibson 
sat on the other end of the porch and 
be was talking about Annual Meeting 
as one who had authority and not as a 
scribe. In a few minutes a command- 
ing man with a sanguine face and red 
hair came through the gate. They 
called bim doctor Brumbaugh, and a 
little man followed who had a big brain 
and an air of learning, whom tbey call 
ed, Professor. I remained quiet, and 


do one there then knew that I was a 
pencil pusher of the Progressive fel- 
lows. They said some things that 
would make firstrate reading, but as it 
was done in the private evening con- 
versation, I will not play the part of a 
sneak and give them away any further. 
On Wednesday after becoming tired 
of the routine business, 1 left the tab- 
ernacle to pay my respects to the Met- 
sengei* folks, and the brethren who 
handled tracts. The tracts and Mt. 
Morris College seemed to be combined. 
A young man with a pleasing counte- 
nance gave me biB name as brother 
Boyer. and he became Inquisitive 
about my whereabouts. Of course I 
told him 1 was from Ashland, and at 
ter further conversation it came over 
him that I might be editor. A brother 
standing by also took this view of me 
and we had a pleasant chat together. I 
afterward returned, and by that time 
the young Boyer 's father was In the 
tract tent, and I took bis hand. 1 was 
delighted with my new acquaintances, 
and we were good friends right away. 
The father It oyer spoke a kind word 
for Ashland College, and I Is-lieve he 
spoke it from the heart. Thev are 
ball fellows well met, and ;ire workers 
in any cause where their svmpathieS 
are enlisted. The father is not natur- 
ally gifted in reflective ]»wer, but very 
able in perceptive power, and he is 
therefore a practical nuin and n man 
for the field. He Is a man of facts 
more than theories. The young man 
is more of a thinker, but he too, is 
more practical than theoretical. They 
are honest, open-hearted, generous, 
Christian gentlemen, and we wish 
they were free from the foolish cus- 
toms that Annual Meeting hampers 
them with, that tbey might go <m un- 
hindered. Among the number assist- 
ing in handling the tracts was a sister 
whom we understood to lie the young 
Hoyer's wife. We mention this he- 
cause she lias a iierfect student's tem- 
perament aud is an excellent typo of 
the literary character. So she will be a 
help-meet to him surely. 

The Brumbaughs are of s severer and 
sterner type of character, with a ten- 
dency toward aristocracy. TUey are 
endowed with plenty of self-esteem, 
and are neat men. We wonder how it 
is that they have presumed to obey 
Annual Meeting as long as they have. 
They were rather reserved Lowatd me, 
but it is natural for them to be so, 
even though there were no religious 
question between us. They spoke in 
the highest terms of their school at 
Huntingdon. Of course that was 
right, for if a man does not talk well 
about his own work other people will 
not likely do so. 

The arena of the delegates and 
Standing Committee afforded a very 
fertile field for observation. We can 
however, onlv find space here to tell 
about a few, who mude themselves con- 
ipicious by making frequent speeches. 
One brother who was more free than 
any other, was white-headed and his 
beard was while, his frame was large, 
b Is organ I zat Ion II ne . I le possesci to w • 
ering self-esteem and is stub- 
born, lacking benevolence and spiritu- 
ality. He possesses all the qualifica- 
tions necessary to make a first-class 
lawyer. T he v cal led h im old Bob so me ■ 
times and at other times brother 
Miller. Another brother of considera- 
ble importance was a thin-faced and 
meddlesome-nosed man, whose con- 
spicuous traits were ignorance and 
conceit. If we understood correctly, 
lie llv«s In Missouri and his name is 
Mohler. Another prominent brother 
has thin, chiseled features, and his 
build throughout is delicate, and his 
voice partook of the same nature. He 
iB not superstitious, but the praise of 
men to him is a god be loves to serve. 
The moderator of the meeting was 
David E. Price, of Illinois. He is a 
man of much decision of character, de- 
termination, self-reliant, and high 
moral tone, bordering on the sitnerstl- 
tiouB. He Is conscientious and is 
guided largely by Ills own convictions 
of right. Daniel Vaniraan, also of Ill- 
inois, was reading clerk ; and Daniel 
Hayes, of Virginia, writing clerk. 

Our conclusion is that Annual Meet- 
ing Is not a Christian institution al- 
though some Christian people take part 
in It. We were told that on the Lord's 
day lemonade was sold all day. We 
only heard this, and we wouder now 
whether It can be true that our breth- 
ren making that rank would allow such 
transactions on tbe holy day. We 
confess that it was an accommodation, 
because the water ou the ground was 
of such a quality that It made manv 
sick, and a glass of lemonade was 
not only a great luxury but a pre- 
server of good health. Still '.his 
will not suffice as a reason for doing 
this wrong. 
Again the Annual Meeting occasions 


an expense of several thousand dol- 
lars and much labftr every year, in the 
way of car-fare and making the nec- 
essary preparations for the meeting, 
while tbe work that is done there is 
largely Instrumental in causing divis- 
ions, and it makes many hearts unhap- 
py by putting on them a style of gar- 
ment that kee|ut the mind anxious and 
wounds tbe approbative instinct which 
Is so largely developed in the American 
mind, and plays such an important part 
in making up the volume of content- 
ment In society. Tbe sisters, on whom 
this class of restrictions fall most 
heavily, are forced out of the social 
rank that their culture and moral 
excellency place them, and instead of 
being contented and forgetting what 
kiitd of a dress they have on, they are 
all the time thinking about it, looking 
at the dress of others and making re- 
marks about tbeir style and pride j 
and as a sort of substitute they use the 
most costly goods to make tbeir own 
clothes. The whole system of dress us 
a part of Christianity is a form of god- 
liness that denies the power thereot. 
If the heart Is a Christian heart. It will 
dictate for the bodv a humble dress ; 
if it is not, then It is a form of godli- 
ness that stands as a sign of no godly 
power— it is a false sign. 

A council once in four or six years is 
essential to the welfare of any organized 
church, and then such questions as 
Annual Meeting usually handles should 
not be touched by it. Its work should 
be to confirm and encourage the 
brethren in good works, liberality, and 
provide for the more general distribu- 
tion of sacred truth. 

Flnaly, In going around, 1 came 
upon brother Mason and his family 
and brother Good of Wayne county, 
Ohio, ami I do not know bow many 
other brethren of our society. Bro. 
Mason was not long on the ground, but 
he heard Robert Miller's missionary 
speech, 111 which he rehearsed the past 
and gave an account of bis missionary 
labors in Kansas many years ago. 
There was no missionary fund then ex- 
cept his own pocket book, and be 
walked from place tu place to save ex- 
penses, and when he was yet a far off 
people knew him because he dressed 
tike a brother. He had pleasant times 
in those days. 

Somebodv introduced me to a sister 
from Indiana who wore an honeBt 
smile aud had a warm spot in her sym- 
I»thies for Ashland College , as well as 
for the Brethren cause. She was a 
student at one time, and like all good 
people do of good things, she cherished 
pleasant memories. She said there 
were no young people In her locality 
who might possibly become patrons, al- 
though there were those who purposed 
attending school . She said those would 
take it as an insult to ask them logo to 
Ashland. It seems strange that there 
are people who will entertain such bit- 
terness against an Institution that has 
been instrumental in doing them no 
harm. The influence about Ashland 
College are moral and elevating and 
there Is nothing said, preached or 
talked against humility, plainess and 
virtue and Christianity. There is less 
said about the dress question in the 
College pulpit than in nine tenth of 
the German Baptist churches, and 
what is said aims to encourage humility, 
plainness and simplicity. It is a vin- 
dictive spirit that dwells behind the 
tongue that condemns an institution 
that aims only to benefit people intel- 
lectually and morally. 

Toward evening, Bro. Mason and I 
went with brother Helmick and wife, 
to 

Eld on a do, 
a small town in Prebble county, about 
eighteen miles from the A, M. grounds, 
where a lovefeast was held the next 
evening, Thursday. This was on 
Wednesday evening. An appointment 
was awaiting us, and after we arrived, 
we raised a voice unto the Lord in the 
Music Hall. We had a lively meeting 
and a good audience. I remained in 
the village with brother S. \V. Ste- 
vens. His wife is a member of our 
church. She is gold trie* in the fire, and 
Is one of three such members in that 
locality. The other two are brother 
and eister Bolman. They will do to go 
in the wall of the Lord's building, and 
are too valuable for filling In, 

Brother A. Pearson ot North Star, 
came down, and It did us much good to 
take his warm band in expression of 
brotherlv love and salute liim as St. 
Paul directs. He Is a faithful well- 
wisher of the Evangelist , and all 
such we are most happy to great. Bro. 
Ullery, of Covington was also on hand 
and we were pleased to take his hand 
as a brother, faithful and true, once 
again. 
On Thursday afternoon 


for acquaintance. They were all good 
Christians, too, and we loved one anoth- 
er at once like brethren. In tbe even- 
ing one of Dr. Pearson's nieces swelled 
tbe number, aud the ordinances were 
kept in the same building where the 
meetings were held. The audience was 
orderly, and the exercises pleasant. 
After the solemn service, the visiters 
from abroad took peaceable possession 
of brother Steven's house, aud several 
hours were agent In recounting expert - 
encesand incidents occuring In the 
religious life ef the past. These were 
happy hours and lull of interest. A 
prayer prewired us for the repose of 
the night. 

Brother Stevens has not yet identifi- 
ed himself with us, but we expect bo 
will at some time not far in the future. 
Friday morning there was a separation 
again, and we directed our eyes to our 
respective posts of labor, feeling that 
there is much Joy in Christian associa- 
tion although we are often held up In 
ridicule because we stand up in de- 
fense of the privileges that the Lord 
grants his children. May we all be 
faithful to the end. 

This is now the one hundredth page 
in the style 1 write, and I am thinking 
1 was pretty well wound up. 

G. 


ubiliurtatt. 

Died — At her residence iu Fulton 
Co., Pa., April Knd, iswi, Mary M. 
Ma I Ion, wife of 1 j a ui.. I Mallott, aged 
51 yrs., l mo., and » days. 
Funeral from t Peter, 1: BS, SB, by Eld. 
Absalom Mallott. 

Died— At her residence, May -lib, 
1688, as above. Miss I). Jennie Mallott, 
Daughter of Mary M. and Daniel 
Mallott, aged N jr., i mo., and J4 days, 
(■'unreal by ltd, D. B. Lake, from 
John 14 1,2, ft, 

Died— At her residence as above, Mrs. 
Buibsheba Starr, aged 77 yrs, H mo. 
aud it days. 

Funeral by Eld Rose of the Baptist 
Church, from Bom. m2fi, (0. 

It. F. Mallott 


rWred to the Memory or Our 
Mother. 

Susan Cornish died ia the triumphs of 
a living faith June 3, IW8U, aged 71 
years, IU mouths. 

We laid her remains to rest beside 
the remains of our father, who left us 
for the spirit world 12 years ago. Moth- 
er died happy in the I.ord ; glorifying 
God and exhorting all who came near 
her bed to serve God, and meet her iu 
the world alwve. Just before she left 
us, she told us she could read her title 
clear. Mother was a Christian for fid 
years and for about thirty year* a 
member of the church of her choice. 
She leaves six children living, three 
boys and three girls, and six children 
preceded her. Brother Wampler our 
preacher, being so far distant, her 
funeral sermon was preached by lie v. 
Fe It 1 1 of the Evangelical Association 
and Rev. Frampton, of the M. E. 
church. 

We deeply feel the loss of our mother 
but feel sure our loss is her eternal gain. 
By the grace of God we all expect to 
meet her on the blissful shores of im- 
mortality. 

Susan Zeller. 
Tyleraburg, Pa. 


Sinters' Band to fi&ise |1,0M 
for Ash land College. 

Mr.. P. A. Karly IM Mirj Miller &M 

I hnvt btilB hoiking- iirimnd milium Die 
allien ot Falrvlew ohurch, Ureene <'»• Pa., 
In the Interest nf Die College. I received 
Mvaml idbd for the aieier.* linml. I here 
••mi a elub Willi the huioubi to each uaBte. 
Will netid another wou. 
I>e!lt« BunnurU 1.W Manilla F. Miller l.ou 

nellle B. Holey 1.00 KUm Miller 1.03 

H , 1 1 1 n 1 1 1 .' ■ 1 1 1 . « i 1 JmI » K I a * J» 

Mary M in ri.j. I, "i 
YiHira, 

11 * in Mrmui. 
Aleppo, Ureene Co., Pa. 

Total, I1U.M 


Your I li uiili . 

[•■■w ret nil Bttiri "li" haw i-lurai-uf rliiirehM. 
»ri ..In-* in wtiil w. ■ullHIraorilw illnVn'Btor. 
«• u i callmi n . m. 1 1 ■■! 1 1 ii' 

1. N ^ in,-. 

2, Winn Or«nul»Ml. 

T kldar'tand UMwaa'aaddreat, 
V. Ami «»ll>lli» : iiunilier of memta-M, i»l»« 
uriVim'h uriiiiiTlif, r1i\ 


The ancient echool-maeter, Ja- 
cob Treboniua, was accustomed, 
when ha entered his school, to 
take off lita hat to the boys, 
alleging as his reason for so 
doing that he did not know what 
learned doctors and great men 
he might be training; and it 
I proved that Martin Lnther wm 
another meeting, where a number more | •" , , - cr , i ara 

of Bro. Mason's flock were Introduced amongst his scnoiars. 


we held I 


